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Definitions of Faculty Development Activities

SCHOLARLY ACTIVITIES

Scholarship of Teaching: The scholarship of teaching starts with what the teacher knows – teachers must be widely read, current, and intellectually engaged in their fields. The scholarship of teaching requires knowledge of one’s field to be reflected in the content of courses and in the composition of program curricula. However, teaching becomes consequential only when knowledge can be conveyed and is understood by others. Therefore, the scholarship of teaching also includes an understanding of the ways in which students learn in different fields. To be a good teacher means not only knowing and remaining current in a field but also understanding and using the most effective teaching methodologies available. Consequently, the scholarship of teaching can be defined as active intellectual engagement with a field of study that results in the application of disciplinary knowledge and expertise to curricular and instructional analysis, innovation, development, and evaluation.

Examples of the scholarship of teaching include:

· Curriculum review and revision

· The development of new courses and curricula

· Published and unpublished cases with instructional materials

· The development of new teaching materials

· The development and evaluation of new methods of instruction, including instructional software

· The development of techniques and tools to assess the effectiveness of teaching and learning

· Publications dealing with pedagogy and/or teaching techniques

· Participation and/or presentation in workshops, seminars, and professional meetings devoted to improving teaching skills

· Written evaluations of teaching materials

Scholarship of Discovery: The scholarship of discovery is the closest to what is meant by the term ‘basic research.’ Freedom of inquiry and freedom of scholarly investigation are essential to higher education. Each faculty member should establish credentials as a researcher. The capacity to carry out the scientific method and to conduct meaningful research is an important aspect of learning. In institutions whose primary mission is undergraduate teaching, the dissertation or other comparable piece of creative work could suffice for this. However, faculty in institutions with research missions and graduate programs are expected to be engaged in ongoing research activities. The scholarship of discovery can be defined as investigation and research in a field of study that result in a contribution to the body of knowledge in the field, and the dissemination of that knowledge in the professional community.

Examples of the scholarship of discovery include:

· Unpublished research

· Published articles, manuscripts, monographs, and books

· Faculty research seminars

· Participation in professional meetings as a paper presenter, discussant, or session chair

· Book reviews

Scholarship of Integration: The scholarship of integration seeks to interpret, to draw together, and to bring new insights to bear on original research. The scholarship of integration means fitting one’s work into larger intellectual patterns. The scholarship of integration is necessary in dealing with the boundaries of the human problems of today, which do not always neatly fall within defined disciplines. It is essential to integrate ideas and then apply them to the world in which we live. Therefore, the scholarship of integration can be defined as the interpretation, synthesis, and connection of theories, ideas, and concepts across disciplines that result in new insights, broader perspectives, and a more comprehensive understanding of those disciplines.

Examples of the scholarship of integration include:

· Comprehensive, interdisciplinary articles and/or monographs

· The development of new multidisciplinary courses and curricula

· The development of interdisciplinary seminars or workshops, or participation and/or presentation in such seminars and workshops

· Textbook authoring

Scholarship of Application: The scholarship of application moves toward the active engagement of the scholar. It focuses on the responsible application of knowledge to consequential problems. In the past, this type of activity was called applied research and/or development. The scholarship of application does not include regular service activities or routine consulting – these are considered professional activities and are discussed below. The scholarship of application must be tied directly to one’s field of knowledge and relate to and flow directly out of creative professional activity. This kind of scholarship requires creativity and critical thought in analyzing significant problems. Consequently, the scholarship of application can be defined as intellectual activities related to a field of study that flow directly out of scholarly investigation and research in the field and involve the application of disciplinary expertise to the analysis and solution of significant practical problems, leading to new intellectual understandings and contributions to human knowledge.

Examples of the scholarship of application include:

· Contract research

· Consultation or technical assistance

· Policy analysis

· Program evaluation

· Articles or monographs dealing with contributions to practice

· Articles in trade publications

Each of these types of scholarship of application should be meaningful intellectual activities, must be documented, and where appropriate, should include an evaluation from the individuals or organizations served by these activities.



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES

Professional development activities include the practice or further development of a faculty member’s professional expertise and skills. These may include activities for which a faculty member is paid, or volunteer services for which no pay is received. The key word in defining these activities is “professionally related”. General community service activities are not considered to be professionally related. However, if faculty members provide a service that is related to their teaching and/or research areas, then that service would be professionally related.

For example, if a business faculty member conducts an annual audit of a local non-profit organization’s financial affairs and prepares an opinion letter, then the work is considered to be a professionally related activity. 

Other examples of professional development activities include:

· Routine professionally related consulting

· Service activities directly related to the academic discipline of the faculty member, and consistent with the stated mission of the academic business unit

· Service in a leadership role in or as an officer of a professional organization

· Attendance and participation in seminars, symposia, short courses, workshops, or professional meetings that are intended as professional development or enrichment activities

· Membership in professional organizations








